
How to Rip Music CD’s to MP3 files to play on a portable device using 

Windows Media Player 11. 

This section will cover using Windows Media Player 11 for WinXP and Win Vista. 

We will use Windows Media Player 12 to rip our CD’s and convert from native (CDDA) or 

(CDFS) format to MP3 format (256 bit) to play on a smartphone, tablet or USB flash drive using 

VLC Portable. 

You can use Windows Media Player 11 to rip songs from your CDs to your computer so that 

they become files on your computer. After that, you can sync the ripped songs with a portable 

music player, an Android Smartphone, a Windows Mobile Smartphone or Pocket PC, or other 

compatible portable media device; burn a customized music CD for enjoying at a party or in your 

car; or play the songs anytime from your computer without the hassle of having to find the 

original CD.  

To rip music from a CD to your computer 

1. Check that you are connected to the Internet and then start the Player. 

When you are connected to the Internet, the Player attempts to retrieve media information 

(such as the album and artist name) about the tracks being ripped from a Windows Media 

database that is maintained by Microsoft. The Player then adds the information to the 

files during ripping. If media information is incorrect or missing, you can add or edit it 

after ripping. For information about adding or editing media information, see 

Windows Media Player Help. 

2. (Optional) To select a different format or bit rate for the files that are created during 

ripping, click the arrow below the Rip tab, as shown in the following screen shot, and 

then make your selections from the Format and Bit Rate commands. For more 

information on these options, see Choosing a file format and Choosing a bit rate, below.  

 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-xp/help/windows-media-player/11/rip-a-cd#section_2
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-xp/help/windows-media-player/11/rip-a-cd#section_3


You can also change the default settings later on the Rip Music tab of the Options dialog 

box, which is accessible by clicking the arrow below the Rip tab, and then clicking More 

Options, as shown in the following screen shot.  

 

3. Insert an audio CD into the CD drive, and then click the Rip tab, as shown in the 

following screen shot.  

 



By default, the Player begins ripping the CD automatically when you are in the Rip tab or 

when you first switch to it after the CD was inserted. You can also choose to have ripping 

begin immediately upon inserting the CD, or you can turn off automatic ripping from the 

Rip Music tab of the Options dialog box. For information about changing these settings, 

see Windows Media Player Help.  

Note that all songs are selected to be ripped if you have not previously ripped them. 

4. (Optional) As the Player begins to rip the CD, clear the check boxes next to any songs 

that you don't want to rip. Or, you can temporarily stop the rip process to make your 

selections. To do this, at the bottom of the List pane, click Stop Rip. (Partially ripped 

songs are not saved.)  

Select the songs you want to rip, and then, at the bottom of the List pane, click Start Rip 

to restart ripping.  

5. (Optional) In some instances, you may be prompted to manually add missing media 

information after ripping has completed. For information about adding or editing media 

information, see Windows Media Player Help. 

After the songs have been ripped, you can find and play them in your library. 

Choosing a file format 

By default, the Player uses the Windows Media Audio format, which optimizes the balance 

between file size and sound quality and is supported by certain compatible devices. For a list of 

compatible devices, see Windows 7 Compatibility Center. You can also choose one of the 

following formats:  

 Windows Media Audio Pro, which is designed to be used in low storage capacity 

portable devices, such as mobile phones, where the increased efficiencies of the format 

improve the audio quality at lower bit rates. Note that not all portable devices support this 

format.  

 Windows Media Audio (Variable Bit Rate), which can reduce the file size, but may also 

take longer to rip.  

 Windows Media Audio Lossless, which provides the best audio quality but increases the 

file size.  

 MP3 and WAV (Lossless), which provide added flexibility. MP3 is a universal format 

while WAV will play in older conventional automobile and desktop players. 

Your selections apply to tracks you rip in the future; it is not possible to use the Player to change 

the format of a track you have already ripped, but you can use XMedia Recode to convert files. 

 

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=39437


 

 

Choosing a bit rate 

You can adjust the bit rate that is used during ripping. Typically, the lower the bit rate you 

choose, the smaller the resulting file size, but it also lowers the resulting quality of the audio 

reproduction. Choose a bit rate setting that represents the best balance between sound quality and 

file size for your needs. Note that file size is typically a more important consideration for users 

who will listen to their ripped music primarily on devices, rather than on computers, due to their 

limited storage capacity. Many of the formats provide you with a range of bit rates from which to 

choose.  I like 256 bit since it is close to CD quality. 

What to choose? 

If you are not sure which settings to use, try ripping the same song to different formats and bit 

rates and then listen to the differences and compare the file sizes to help you decide. Note that it 

is not possible to adjust the bit rate if you have selected a lossless format. 

URL’s for above information. 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-xp/help/windows-media-player/11/rip-a-cd  
http://www.freewarefiles.com/XMedia-Recode_program_47942.html    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_Media_Player 
http://portableapps.com/apps/music_video/vlc_portable   
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/  
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/compatibility/win7/CompatCenter/Home?Language=en-US  

 
Steve Solberg 
Sequim PC Users Group 
June 15, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-xp/help/windows-media-player/11/rip-a-cd
http://www.freewarefiles.com/XMedia-Recode_program_47942.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_Media_Player
http://portableapps.com/apps/music_video/vlc_portable
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/compatibility/win7/CompatCenter/Home?Language=en-US


  


