
 

 

Beyond the eBook Basics  

How to build a library for your eBooks and easily transfer them to your eBook reader 
Tablet or Smartphone 

Calibre is a digital library for e-Books. 

If you have many e-Books on your computer, you know your collection can become as cluttered as any 

unkempt bookshelf. 

Calibre is a free download that can organize and update your e-Book library like a digital librarian. It has a 

clean, user-friendly interface and a ton of helpful features. 

Calibre can communicate with almost any e-reader, and can convert your books to virtually any format. You 

can customize each book's cover and data automatically by syncing with online booksellers. 

Synopsis: 

We will download and install the program, show how to use it, add a book cover, edit metadata and convert the 

file (eBook) so your eBook reader will open it and then transfer the file/book to your eBook with your USB 

cable. Students may also bring their own laptops and in fact it is required for those using iPads/iPods (need 

iTunes program). Note: Kindle reads .mobi while Nook, Android, iPad and iPod read ePub formats in addition 

to their native formats. 

 

 

1: We will go to this website: https://calibre-ebook.com/demo  watch the Demo (movie) 10 minutes long.  

Calibre home page: https://calibre-ebook.com/     

 

2: We will now download and install Calibre: https://calibre-ebook.com/download  make sure you do a “Save 

As” so you know where you are saving the file/program. Alternately I will provide the program in 32 bit or 64 

bit format and you will copy it to your Desktop. If you have a 64 bit machine then use the 64 Bit program. Open 

the folder that you saved the downloaded program to and right click the Calibre.msi (program) and left click 

“Install”. When the program asks for what formats you want to use set whatever your device is or just pick 

Kindle or Generic we can change it later.  

 

Note: Free eBooks by Project Gutenberg: Gutenberg offers over 54,000 free eBooks: choose among free 

ePub books, free kindle books (mobi), download them or read them online. We will download eBooks from 

Project Gutenberg for this presentation. 

https://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Gutenberg   

 

https://calibre-ebook.com/demo
https://calibre-ebook.com/
https://calibre-ebook.com/download
https://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Gutenberg


 

 

 

3: You will now click on “Get Books” on the menu bar. When the window opens up on the left side under 

“stores” select “None” this removes all the checkmarks against the stores. Now check “Project Gutenberg” 

On the query line at the top type “The Count of Monte Cristo” and click the search button on the right. This 

will pull up a couple of eBooks and left double click the book you want to download, alternately you can right 

click for more options and select “Download” or “Goto in store” and this will open up this website: 

http://m.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1184   where you can then select the format with additional options and 

download your book.  Note: if you left click, the file will be automatically saved to Documents>Calibre Library 

(and in this case Alexander Dumas). 

Screenshot of “Get Books” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1184


 

 

 

Your screen should look like the picture below or at least similar to it. 

 

It may also look like this. 

 

 

4: We will download “The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas” using “Save As” and rename the file 

so you can find the file after downloading it (save to the folder downloads or your Desktop). Pick the proper 

format for your device. 

 



 

 

I have clicked on the Kindle (no images) (use ePub for Nook & iPad) eBook and this is what shows up, we 

will always use “Save As” and that will give us a chance to change the name of the file from pg1184.mobi to 

The Count of Monte Cristo.mobi (.mobi is the extension and is automatically added to your file name). Make 

sure you save this file somewhere so you can find it. Save to your documents or downloads folder or even your 

desktop. I suggest saving to a folder in Documents called eBooks or you can use the Calibre Library folder. 

 

 

Select Save File and click OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

After clicking OK from above you should get this screen. 

 

Now you can “Close” the “Get Books” window. 

5: In the upper left hand corner click on “Add Books”  

You should see this screen: 

 

Navigate to the folder you saved your eBook in and open it with Calibre. 



 

 

 

6: We will need to add some additional plugins (small programs that give us additional features) for more book 

covers and will do this by clicking on the small down arrow on “Preferences”. We will install a Barnes and 

Noble cover plugin before continuing. Note: you can install as many plugins as you desire. 

 

You should see the plugin list, select the Barnes & Noble plugin and click “Install”. 

 

 



 

 

7: Select the book title, and then click the blue "Edit Metadata" button or right click the Title and edit 

“metadata” individually.  

 

8: You should now be at this page. 

 



 

 

You will now click “Download metadata” and click OK. 

 

 

 

 

This is the downloaded metadata for the Count of Monte Cristo, click on the first book and then click “Next”. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

9:  Select your book cover, I used the one circled because it has large print and will be easier to see on your 

eBook reader, so for this exercise click on the circled eBook then click OK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

You should see something similar to the screenshot below. You have added metadata with a new cover and a 

synopsis of the contents of the eBook. You will also notice the formats available to you.  I will cover file/eBook 

conversions in the advanced part of the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

10: You will now send The Count of Monte Cristo to your eBook reader (Kindle, Android or Nook) by 

highlighting your book and clicking on “Send to device” (iPad users have additional steps). See note below. 

 

You can send directly to your eBook using “Send to Device” alternately you can drag and drop your eBook to 

the “Device” icon (assuming your device is listed) I’m using my Kindle Fire for this demo. Calibre sends the 

eBook to the proper folder in this case “Documents” rather than “Books” which is what Amazon.com uses for 

its purchased books. Nook is similar and the iPad sends the book to the iTunes program and then you can 

“Sync” your book from iTunes to your iPad. Note1: some Kindles may send to the books folder. Note2: If you 

send the incorrect format to your device Calibre will offer to convert it to a format that is compatible with your 

device. Note 3: The new format for Kindle (2014) auto convert is AZW3. 

NOTE for iPad users! 

IPad/iPod users MUST use “Connect/Share” button and click on “Connect to iTunes” before their “device” 

will appear on the menu bar. They will then be able to “Send to device” open the iTunes program and select 

their device in the left hand column and then click “Sync” at the bottom right of their screen. The eBook should 

then be copied to the iPad. You may also have to install an additional plugin:  iOS reader Application 

 

 



 

 

Congratulations you have successfully downloaded a free eBook and transferred it to your device! 

I have included additional information below for advanced users. 

If you want to try doing file/eBook conversions and batch conversions talk to me after the presentation. 

 

The Kindle Fire uses this file/folder structure, all eBooks downloaded from Amazon or other paid sites should 

go in the “Books” folder, you should copy your other free downloaded non-copy write eBooks to the 

“Documents” folder. You can also put eMags (magazines) in the documents folder (assuming free download 

NOT paid) you can also copy your music collection of MP3 files to the music folder and of course any pictures 

to the Pictures folder. Other eBooks should be similar to this with the exception of the iPad or iPod which 

requires you to use Apples iTunes program to copy eBooks, Pictures and Music to their device. 

 

Workaround’s and fixes for potential problems with some eBook readers: 

“The covers for my MOBI files have stopped showing up in Kindle for PC/Kindle for Android/etc.” 



 

 

This is caused by a bug in the Amazon software. You can work around it by going to Preferences->Output 

Options->MOBI output and setting the “Enable sharing of book content” option (in Calibre only). If you 

are reconverting a previously converted book, you will also have to enable the option in the conversion dialog 

for that individual book (as per book conversion settings are saved and take precedence). 

Note that doing this will mean that the generated MOBI will show up under personal documents instead of 

Books on the Kindle Fire and Amazon Whisper sync will not work (in Calibre), but the covers will. It’s your 

choice which functionality is more important to you. I encourage you to contact Amazon and ask them to fix 

this bug. More info here: https://goo.gl/TRq8h9  Note: Amazon appears to have fixed this with their newer 

devices (Kindle Fire HDX and Kindle Voyage). 

 

 

https://the-digital-reader.com/2016/07/02/why-the-fire-tablet-still-sucks-for-reading-ebooks/ 

Identify your Kindle Model 

Which Fire Tablet do I have? 

How to find your “non” Amazon eBooks on a new Kindle Fire:  here 
You can also use a different eBook reader, I recommend UB Reader: here 
Here is another good eBook reader: FBReader 
APK Installer for Kindle here 
Yet another APK installer: here 
What is an APK file and how do you install one: here & here 
Yet another good App store, 1Mobile Market here 

https://goo.gl/TRq8h9
https://the-digital-reader.com/2016/07/02/why-the-fire-tablet-still-sucks-for-reading-ebooks/
http://www.oberondesign.com/pages/identify-your-kindle-model
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/?nodeId=201263780
http://the-digital-reader.com/2016/07/02/why-the-fire-tablet-still-sucks-for-reading-ebooks/
https://www.amazon.com/MobiSystems-Inc-Universal-Book-Reader/dp/B00N41M31G/ref=sr_1_1/181-7674535-0276245?ie=UTF8&qid=1467480498&sr=8-1&keywords=kindle+fire+epub+reader
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B006ZDAZ6K?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0&path=%2Fgp%2Fproduct%2FB006ZDAZ6K&ref_=mas_buy_sign_in&useRedirectOnSuccess=1&
https://www.amazon.com/RexApps-APK-Installer/dp/B00AGZDUQU
https://apkpure.com/apk-install.html
http://www.guidingtech.com/10352/what-are-android-apk-files-how-to-install-them/
https://www.androidpit.com/android-for-beginners-what-is-an-apk-file
http://www.1mobile.com/


 

 

Google Play store: here 
 

 
 

 

More information and references here: 

https://spcugpcoutlaws.wordpress.com/kindle/              SPCUG PC Outlaws website for eBook info 
https://calibre-ebook.com/                                               Calibre website 
https://www.amazon.com/                                                  for Kindle eBook reader 
https://amzn.to/MG7Es2                                                   Whisper sync (Kindle) explained on Amazon site 
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/nook/379003208   Nook eBook reader 
https://www.apple.com/ipad/                                              iPad tablet and reader 
http://goo.gl/FY9LSl                                                             Samsung Galaxy Series 
https://goo.gl/47jgWm                                                        Kim Komando for eBook info 
http://www.multipie.co.uk/calibre-companion/            Calibre Companion App 
https://manual.calibre-ebook.com/faq.html                  FAQ 
https://goo.gl/GJnYnX                                                         Dealing with Kindle for PC/Mac 1.19 and KFX in calibre 
 
 
Steve Solberg 
Sequim PC Users Group 
Saddlebrooke Computer Club 
Updated: July 30, 2017 
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