
What is UTM and why would we care? 

What?  Never heard of UTM?  It’s the acronym for “Urchin Tracking Module.”  Still don’t know 

what it is?  You’re about to find out. 

Urchin Tracking Module (UTM) is a sneaky way of monitoring browsing activities for marketing 

purposes.  UTM parameters are added to a URL to identify a specific marketing campaign at a 

specific website, and they do so for a specific period of time.  Tools are then used to analyze 

these parameters, and reports about the marketing efforts are compiled. 

Imagine you have a friend who’s looking for a specific kind of “widget”, and while surfing the 

net, you run across the perfect link on amazon to what he/she is looking for.  Being a good 

friend, and one that’s happy to help, you copy and paste the URL into an Email, and send it on 

its way.  Guess what you’ve done.  You’ve unknowingly made your friend participate in a mini-

marketing survey if he/she clicks on that link.  Good?  Bad?  It all depends on your perspective.  

If your friend isn’t interested in participating in that kind of activity, it’s not good.  If your friend 

doesn’t care, no big deal. 

Here's what a UTM looks like: 

https://www.example.com/page?utm_content=buffercf3b2&utm_medium=social&utm_source

=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer 

This particular UTM statement is kinda’ obvious.  Everything after the first question mark is part 

of the UTM.  If you were to chop off everything after the question mark, you’d still get to the 

page where the “widget” is, but you wouldn’t be forced to participate in the marketing survey 

directed by the rest of the URL. 

I’ve used this URL before in past tutorials, but here it is again. 

https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-

Performance/dp/B073TSK26W/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3F7IS021AAUUZ&dchild=1&keywords=mango+

router+wifi&qid=1605404435&sprefix=Mango+router%2Caps%2C591&sr=8-3 

The one above points to my favorite little “Mango” colored $20.00 router for portable use 

through unsecured Internet access points.  So, where’s the UTM?  I don’t have a clue.  I can’t 

see a question mark anywhere, but I’m certain this URL contains our dreaded marketing tool 

somewhere.  So, if we want to delete the marketing information, how is it done? 

Here is what it should look like when the marketing and tracking information is stripped off. 

https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-

Performance/dp/B073TSK26W  

Sometimes it’s hard to tell what to strip off, but fortunately there are some addons that will do 

that for you.  See the reference information below.  

https://www.example.com/page?utm_content=buffercf3b2&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.example.com/page?utm_content=buffercf3b2&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-Performance/dp/B073TSK26W/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3F7IS021AAUUZ&dchild=1&keywords=mango+router+wifi&qid=1605404435&sprefix=Mango+router%2Caps%2C591&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-Performance/dp/B073TSK26W/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3F7IS021AAUUZ&dchild=1&keywords=mango+router+wifi&qid=1605404435&sprefix=Mango+router%2Caps%2C591&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-Performance/dp/B073TSK26W/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3F7IS021AAUUZ&dchild=1&keywords=mango+router+wifi&qid=1605404435&sprefix=Mango+router%2Caps%2C591&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-Performance/dp/B073TSK26W
https://www.amazon.com/GL-iNET-GL-MT300N-V2-Repeater-300Mbps-Performance/dp/B073TSK26W


Luckily, there is software available in the form of a browser extension that will do it all for you – 

and it’s free.  Since I’m using Firefox as the browser on my PC, I’m going to tell you how to do all 

this on my computer.  Each browser is slightly different, so Google your browser for extension 

information and follow that advice if you’re not using Firefox. 

If you’ve never added a browser extension before, this procedure will show you how if you’re 

using Firefox. 

1. Open your browser and click on “Tools” at the top 

2. A drop-down menu will present “Add-ons” 

3. Click there, and you’ll be shown “Extensions” with a list of those already installed. 

4. Here you can click on “Get Add-ons” for a listing of all the extensions available for 

Firefox.  Clicking on “Search” and you can find the exact extension you might wish. 

5. Click on the box on the right to install. 

It’s that easy.  Once installed, the browser extension will strip all the marketing garbage from 

the URL and allow private browsing in the future. 

Reference: 

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/clearurls/ 

 

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/remove-fbclid-and-utm/ 
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